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the count of Nevers joined in the coalition. The king was
thus encompassed with enemies on every .side, and a com-
bined attack might have been fatal. But concerted strategy
was not in accordance with the practice of the time, nor with
the mind of the confederates. The count of Flanders could
only rely on one supporter as whole-hearted as himself,
Stephen of Sancerre; he had nothing to lose and everything
to gain by the military adventure in which he delighted.
Theobald of Blois and the archbishop were both men of
peace, and neither had any desire for the aggrandisement of
Flanders; while there was always Henry II in the back-
ground, with a tolerant eye on the prowess of the young king
and unlikely to let him be overwhelmed; indeed, he allowed
his sons, Henry and Geoffrey, to fight on Philip IPs side. So
things took a normal course: sieges and counter-sieges,
negotiations and truces. Then in 1184 Philip caused further
disunion in the coalition by threatening to divorce his wife
as reprisal for her father's disloyalty; to save his daughter,
Baldwin of Hainault made his peace with the Icing. This
diverted the fury of Philip of Alsace to Hainault, which he
invaded and ravaged. But he was now almost isolated*
Philip II in great force marched to the siege of Boves near
Amiens in 1185; for three weeks the two armies faced one
another, but no pitched battle resulted. The count of
Flanders vainly endeavoured to get the assistance of Henry
II, who refused even to mediate; and in July 1185 he was
forced to conclude with his suzerain the treaty of Boves.
Of the confederates, only the duke of Burgundy remained;
Philip II invaded Burgundy in 1186, and the duke, after
vainly appealing to the Emperor, was forced to submit,
In 1182 another question had arisen to complicate theThe
relations between the king and the count of Flanders.   The ^ccession
countess of Flanders, Isabella, died leaving no children, and Vermandois
the future of her inheritance, Vermandois and Valois, was at
issue.   Philip of Alsace tried to retain it, against the claims
of her sister Eleanor, wife of the count of Beaumont, the
king's chamberlain,   Philip II naturally supported Eleanor
against the count;  but he also put forward his own claim,
since Isabella was the heiress of Ralph of Vermandois, who
was the grandson of a French king, Henry I.   By the treaty
of Boves, Eleanor retained Valois;   the Vermandois was

